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	COLD ASHBY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes
Wednesday 1st June 2022





Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday 1st June at 7.30 p.m.
In the sports pavilion, Stanford Road

Minutes

Present: Cllrs Bailey, Peel, Roper (chairman), Taylor (7.35), Williams Rd, Williams Rl. 7 residents
Interests: None
1. Apologies: Cllr Harpham (domestic commitment) accepted. UC Harris, Parker

1. Minutes: minutes of the meeting of the Council AGM and the ordinary meeting held on the 4th May 2022 were approved as an accurate record.

1. Matters arising: the clerk pointed to the ‘23/24 financial year’ in the memorial resolution which had been wrongly transcribed as 22/23 in item 8 on this agenda. 

1. Open forum: JH spoke to his objections to plans to fund and install a memorial on the site behind the telephone kiosk. He read out a list of reasons for his objection which were contained in a detailed note to the chairman and which have been attached to the filed copy of these minutes. He was supported in his objections by PM and by TM.

In response the chairman indicated that the current agenda item focused on identifying alternative sites in recognition of the challenging nature of the ‘village green’, that the council was confident grant money would be available to cover costs and that the original resolution, confirmed at the assembly, indicated that there would be full consultation with the village, probably at the 2023 assembly, before a final decision was made. There was opportunity, therefore, for all objections to be considered.

Cllr Rd. Williams understood the concerns of residents and the request for a questionnaire consultation but reminded everyone that the PC exists to make decisions on the village’s behalf and cannot hold a referendum on each one. This was accepted by the main opposers.

Items for decision

1. Accounts: Members approved the attached accounts and authorized the payments contained in them. The balance reported at the meeting was £21,005 (current £12,722.67 and reserve £8,282.70)

1. Streetlight savings. In 2019-20 consumption and maintenance payments to EoN amounted to £1338+£413 (£1752.58). In 2020-21, following the installation of new lights in March 2020, the charges, after lengthy correspondence, were £131.65+£614.51 (£746.16). The difference was £1006.42.  In 2021-22, the charges were £56.96 for repairs and £357.47 for consumption. The total charge was £414.43. The council previously determined that the savings over the original base charge of £1752.58 should be paid into the reserve account for future cemetery land purchase. The council therefore approved the transfer of £1300 (rounded down) into the reserve account.

1. Other projects. The chairman asked the council to consider if there are other projects which could bring benefits to the village in as cost effective a way as the streetlights. At this stage it was difficult to identify other regular expenditure which could yield savings. The chairman said it was at least 16 years since the last rise in the precept and this was a testimony to the tight financial management of the council.

1. Memorial Obelisk: the council has noted the opposition to the initial suggestion of a memorial site and, from some quarters, to the idea of a memorial itself. Some councillors are now of the view that additional external memorials sited at the Village memorial hall could be more appropriate. At this stage, other possible sites might include unused land owned by Capfa, land near the well in Church Lane, and the recessed area outside the Church gate. Any site would need to be owned by the PC and not by WNC. These sites and other suggestions will be considered at future meetings before the budget decision is made in November.

1. Planning: Application for temporary change of use WND/2022/0437. The council will need to hold an extraordinary meeting (scheduled for 6th July) to discuss the planning application, which is not yet published on the WNC website.

The council did discuss the email from enforcement officer JW, which raises some questions. Breaches of planning appear to be recognised but not enforced and assurances given by the applicant are given credit without guarantees of completion. Findings from other statutory bodies such as the fire service do not appear to have been taken into account. 
The council acknowledges that the owner applicant has rights under law, but feel that these are being given precedence over the rights of the villagers, whose amenities have suffered damage as a result of the pub closure. The council also intends to write to WNC to express its concern that the email is not a formal response to its request for enforcement action.

The council expressed concerns that the apparently lenient approach so far taken by enforcement officers will extend to the consideration of the application proper and that the application for change of use might benefit from wider scrutiny. 

1.  Police Single Point of Contact committee: Councillor Bailey accepted the nomination to continue in this role.

1.  Replacement of clerk. The applications deadline is Friday 3rd June. The clerk indicated that only one applicant was currently available for consideration and the deadline was extended to the 1st July.

1.  Post: temporary speed limit around the A14.5199 junctions. Details of the new bus service were available and early comments were favourable. A request that the council pollard its trees on the ‘green’ to allow large vehicle access in advance of the harvest season was considered. A resident interjected with the view that radical pruning would be harmful at this time of year and as a result the Council instructed the clerk to agree only to trimming the trees to within the bounds of the green at this stage.
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